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Safeguarding standards
across the UK
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Presentation Notes
These documents all reflect similar expectations based on good practice and their respective government requirements.

For example in Wales, all 21 Sport Wales funded NGBs will be working towards achieving the standards requirements set out in the Framework document.

The Accord, in Scotland, provides a blueprint for good practice in working with children – with all 52 Governing Bodies, several leisure trusts and local authorities have already signed up and are working towards implementing minimum operating requirements.

Meanwhile in Northern Ireland all 33 governing bodies are being assessed against safeguarding in sport requirements that are based on the Getting it Right standards created for the voluntary sector.    

 



Standards for Safeguarding and Protecting 
Children in Sport (England)

A safeguarding audit

Reflect statutory requirements

A practice baseline

Involved review, update and developments

Identified good practice and areas of need
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Our English colleagues will be very familiar with this document….

Sport England linked standards compliance (over a five year plus period) with funding, and this certainly provided much of the drive for the work.

The Standards reflect the statutory requirements for sports bodies, 

and the assessment process was in effect an independent safeguarding audit of the organisation – 

highlighting both gaps and weaknesses as well as many examples of innovative good practice.

It’s fair to say that the standards process itself met with mixed reviews, but there is little doubt that it has made a significant contribution to the progress made by many organisations. 





Overview
Policy
Procedures & systems
Prevention
Codes of practice
Equity
Communication
Education & training
Access to advice & support
Implementation & monitoring
Influencing (CSPs only)
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Achieving the Standards requirements means that organisations are, at least at a basic level, fulfilling their statutory safeguarding responsibilities 



Sports Standards Success

All Standards levels achieved by:
30 Governing Bodies
49 County Sports Partnerships

with 13 Governing Bodies in process
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And so to the good news……

A total of 79 Sport England funded bodies have achieved all levels of the Standards

and I am particularly please to report that all 49 CSPs have done so.

The majority of the outstanding NGBs are either in the final stages of the process, or have entered the process later due to differences in their funding arrangements.

Just take a moment to consider how many clubs, how many coaches and other volunteers, and crucially how many children this has and will impact on. 

Through the work of the County Sports Partnerships this extends to many Local Authority Sports and Leisure Departments, schools and colleges, and other activity providers.

 A fantastic achievement. 



Ongoing Standards Successes:

Details of the 12 NGBs and 19 
CSPs achieving all Standards 
requirements since  the 2010 

CPSU conference are in 
delegate packs
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On the subject of achievements…

Since our last celebration event a further 31 bodies have successfully completed the standards process.

Their details are in your delegate packs, but I’d like to ask representatives of these NGBs and CSPs to stand up quickly and receive a round of applause……

Well done all of you

It’s great to be able to report such positive news, but we also need to acknowledge that at heart the Standards process establishes a base-line (though many organisations have exceeded this is aspects of their practice).

The Standards required sports to create, communicate and (at least) begin to implement appropriate policies, guidance and practice.

The real test is to what extent this translates into more positive experiences for children on the ground.

There is still much work to be done, firstly to maintain the benefits gained for children within sport, and also to ensure that best practice is embedded at delivery level -  where protecting children is of utmost importance.

 



Beyond the Standards: 
a new Safeguarding Framework

Build on successes

Maintain the standards

Embed positive practice at delivery level

Voice of children

CPSU and peer support

Phased implementation 
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Despite suggestions in some quarters that all the hard work has been done in securing the three Standards awards, 

NGBs, CSPs, Sport England and CPSU have produced a Safeguarding Framework for Sport to take the work forward post-standards.

The key elements of the framework are on screen, and we are working with partners to agree and roll out a phased implementation of all elements. 

There are no additional safeguarding responsibilities, but the focus is on embedding and improving practice.

We are grateful to all the NGBs and CSPs who are currently piloting aspects of the new Framework. 



Some of many positive examples…

What this means in practice:
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One criticism of the standards process was that it was predominantly paper based – somewhat divorced from the realities of the sporting environment and the experiences of children and adults alike.

I want to end by looking at just a few examples of work being undertaken by NGBs, CSPs and individuals to make a difference for children.   

We’ve already heard about some safeguarding schemes… 
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The Rugby Football League has launched a series of schemes, education programmes and measures to address a range of concerns across the sport.



These range from the Respect campaign which focuses on improving behaviour, and the Tackle It scheme addressing discrimination and harassment, to anti-bullying programme (which we have already heard featured very clearly in the outcomes of the Edinburgh research), this represents a whole organisation approach to creating an inclusive and welcoming environment for everyone. 
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Humber County Sports Partnership from the outset approached the Standards process jointly with a number of their key partners – Local Authorities, some NGBs, and crucially their Local Safeguarding Children Board.

This has created a very clear and consistent  approach to safeguarding across much of the local sports landscape which links closely to statutory agencies.

The Humber Safeguarding through Sport Group has taken a proactive approach to providing a safeguarding lead for the local sports sector, producing and or promoting a range of very practical resources and guidance – eg a sports Safeguarding Resources Toolkit, and the Hull City E-Safety materials.   

http://www.humbersport.com/


England Hockey Youth Panel
The England Hockey Board National 
Youth Panel gives a voice to youth 
hockey across the country.

Made up of members between 17 and 
22 years-old, the Youth Panel drives 
youth hockey in England.
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Like an increasing number of sports bodies, England Hockey has made significant strides to ensure that young people are given a voice within their sport.

The National Youth Panel meets three or four times a year and reports to the Board of Directors, supporting youth hockey and providing young people with a voice within their sport 

For example, by 

• Providing feedback and advice on selected EHB strategic policies, projects and resources that impact on young people

• Planning, organisation and delivery of the volunteering programme at events for young people 

• Nominating and selecting young people for National and International Youth Awards

This is an excellent example of how to provide meaningful involvement of young people 0- to benefit the yp and the sport.



A partnership of golf governing bodies and 
organisations in golf throughout 

Great Britain and Ireland
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The Children in Golf initiative is an excellent example of how a wide range of disparate golf organisations – with very different structures and roles – have been able to work together to address safeguarding children within the sport in a sound and consistent way.

In particular I want to highlight the way in which Children in Golf Case Management Group have developed a process to support GB and Ireland golfing organisations which provides a consistent and fair response to decision-making about cases arising within the sport.

Currently the group considers at least three new cases per month, as well as monitoring and reviewing existing cases – which in turn helps golf to develop risk management strategies  to ensure better, safer outcomes for children and young people in the sport.  
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