
Policy Practice Research Series

Policy Practice Research Series

For details of our publications from the NSPCC please visit

www.nspcc.org.uk/inform

R
eg

is
te

re
d

 c
ha

rit
y 

nu
m

b
er

 2
16

40
1 

   
S

co
tt

is
h 

re
gi

st
er

ed
 c

ha
rit

y 
nu

m
b

er
 S

C
03

77
17

  
  

P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y 
b

y 
P

au
l C

lo
se

, 
p

o
se

d
 b

y 
m

o
d

el
s.

 

By Judith E Timms, 
Sue Bailey and June Thoburn

Your shout too!
A survey of the views of children and young 
people involved in court proceedings when 
their parents divorce or separate.
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Your shout too!
 
Your shout too! is a report published by the National  
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) 
and carried out with the collaboration of the Children and 
Family Court Advisory and Support Service (CAFCASS).  
It presents the views and experiences of children and young 
people who have been involved in court proceedings to 
determine residence and contact arrangements following 
the divorce or separation of their parents. It also reviews the 
conclusions of existing research in this field.

It makes a timely contribution to current debates about 
transparency, the need to open up family courts to 
greater public scrutiny, and consultation about the 
separate representation of the interests of children and 
young people at the centre of the proceedings. 

The issues 
Around 3 million of the 12 million children in the UK will 
experience the divorce or separation of their parents during 
the course of their childhood – in 2005 there were 151,654 
petitions for divorce and 85,835 applications to the court 
concerning disputes about children’s residence and contact 
arrangements. Each year, between 25,000 and 30,000 
children go through the divorce or separation of their parents 
for a second or subsequent time. 

Your shout too! adds important statistical and narrative 
information to our understanding of the issues that young 
people face when their parents or carers separate. 

It looks at how they feel about their involvement in the 
decision-making process, their experience of decisions 
made for them by the courts, and the presumption that 
parents know what is best for their children.
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About the research
The authors used a postal survey to seek the views of children 
and young people who had been the subject of disputes about 
their residence and contact arrangements. All the children 
who responded had either been the subject of a welfare report 
prepared by a CAFCASS family court adviser (FCA), or had 
been represented in the court proceedings by both a CAFCASS 
children’s guardian and a children panel solicitor. It addressed 
four key aspects of the young people’s experiences:

■ 	 their understanding of the court processes 

■ 	 their satisfaction or otherwise with their level of 
involvement in the decision-making processes

■	 their satisfaction or otherwise with the professional 
services provided before and during court proceedings 

■	 their satisfaction or otherwise with the residence and 
contact arrangements made.

 
About the children and young 
people who took part
The 141 children who responded were all aged between 11 and 
18 at the time they received the questionnaire. Two-thirds of the 
respondents were girls and a third were boys.

Sixty-one per cent were living with their mother and 28 per cent 
with their father, with the remaining 11 per cent either having 
shared residence or living with another relative.

Whilst the separation or divorce was most likely to have 
occurred two years before the survey, for some young people 
the separation had occurred in excess of 10 years previously.
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Order your copies  
Please complete this form or use one of the following methods to order.

Order online: www.nspcc.org.uk/inform   
Order by telephone: 020 7825 7422  Or by fax: 020 7825 2763
 
Complete and return this form to: NSPCC Publications, Weston House,  
42 Curtain Road, London EC2A 3NH.

Please send me copies of Your Shout too! as follows:

® copies of the full report at £15.00 per copy (inc p&p) 

® copies of the young people’s version at 50p per copy (inc p&p)

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS

Name ___________________________________ Job title _______________________

Organisation ______________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ Postcode ________________

Telephone _______________________Email _________________________________

Delivery address  ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ Postcode ________________

 
Please note:  we cannot invoice any orders under £50. For orders under 
£50, please send payment with your order or ask for a pro forma invoice.

 
continued...
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...continued

®	 I enclose payment by cheque/postal order made payable to NSPCC registered charity.

®	 Please invoice me at the contact address above.

®	 I require a pro forma invoice to be sent to the contact address above.

®	 Please accept payment by the following method.* Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Maestro (£5 minimum)

Please send me                   copies of Females who sexually offend against children

at a total cost of £ 

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS

eltit boJ emaN

Organisation

Address

Postcode

liamE leT

Delivery address (if different from above)

Postcode

PLEASE NOTE we can not invoice any orders under £50. For orders under £50
please send payment with your order or ask for a proforma invoice.

I enclose payment by cheque/PO made payable to NSPCC Registered Charity

Please invoice me at the contact address above.

I require a Proforma Invoice to be sent to the contact address above

Please accept payment by the following method VISA/MASTERCARD/SWITCH/MAESTRO (£5 minimum)

Card number / / / / 

Security number (Last thr ee numbers on the back of the card)

Expiry date Start date Issue number (Switch only)

Name on card

Address of card holder (if different from above)

Postcode

 etaD erutangiS

*delete as appropriate

NSPCC Publications complies with the principles of the Data Protection Act 1998. The NSPCC never divulges its database details to commercial firms. We may, 

however, wish to send you more information about new NSPCC publications and events. If you do not wish to receive future mailings, please tick here ®
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NSPCC Publications

Weston House

42 Curtain Road

London EC2A 3NH

Tel: 020 7825 7422

Fax: 020 7825 2763

Email: publications@nspcc.org.uk

Website: www.nspcc.org.uk/inform


