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Being a Dad Survey
CATI Fieldwork : March 18th- April 13th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q1. From the following statements, which, if any, are things that might make it harder for you to be the dad you want to be.
Base: All Male respondents with children 18 or under

Prepared on behalf of NSPCC by ICM Research

Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

8377360955277586133231274212128198218392134228640116133936Unweighted base

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

45509426121518527713420014474172173189101815028910931607Your job requires long
54%60%57%56%49%60%54%53%56%65%62%61%65%58%56%60%47%59%63%54%57%59%hours and/ or there's a

lack of flexibility at
work reducing time for
children.

59406456520428556611416512168154152148101612323810431521Not enough recognition
70%48%61%60%48%50%58%45%47%53%52%56%58%51%44%59%43%48%52%51%57%51%from society on the

importance of the
fathers role.

43378396120381436910214311271137125136814962269530469Lack of father friendly
52%44%53%56%47%44%45%48%42%46%48%58%52%42%40%49%37%38%49%47%54%46%support, and advice

aimed at dads.

43292405510314415281126846311311196712861807425384Having to struggle to
51%34%54%51%23%36%44%36%34%41%36%51%43%37%28%43%31%34%39%37%45%38%be seen as important as

mum.

362703444142833858799378549510097510751755922346Having to be a father
43%32%46%41%33%33%40%40%33%30%33%44%36%33%29%28%26%30%38%29%40%34%in a largely female

culture of parenting.

211952627920926363786634263727256551134820247Not receiving training
25%23%36%25%22%24%27%25%15%28%27%34%24%24%21%33%15%22%25%24%36%24%or preparation to be a

parent.

61631012816017275050371436607021145694112181None of these
7%19%14%11%19%19%18%19%21%16%16%11%14%20%21%12%29%18%15%20%22%18%

-1---1--1-----1--1---1Don't know
-*---*--1%-----*--1%---*
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement -
It's a battle these days to be the dad you want to be
Base: All Male respondents with children 18 or under

Prepared on behalf of NSPCC by ICM Research

Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

8377360955277586133231274212128198218392134228640116133936Unweighted base

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

5444347692745152771261771228115614916714161442559430553NET: Agree
65%52%64%64%64%52%55%53%52%57%52%66%59%50%49%87%41%57%56%47%54%54%

38216324013234294072945641937977127741324818290Strongly agree      (4)
46%25%44%37%30%27%31%27%30%30%24%34%35%27%23%72%17%29%29%24%33%28%

1622715291421722375483664063709029701244612263Slightly agree      (3)
19%27%21%27%34%25%24%26%22%27%29%32%24%23%27%15%24%27%27%23%21%26%

131886197183192257565823546668-105391515211Slightly disagree   (2)
16%22%8%17%16%21%20%15%23%18%25%19%21%22%20%-26%21%20%25%10%21%

1520816207215244551735117508196210551075415243Strongly disagree   (1)
18%24%22%18%17%25%25%31%21%24%22%14%19%27%28%13%26%22%23%27%27%24%

2839622381439842671081291094010414716421910819910520454NET: Disagree
34%47%30%36%33%46%45%46%45%42%47%33%39%49%48%13%51%43%43%52%37%44%

11141114118421438-3242516Don't know
1%1%5%1%3%2%1%1%3%1%1%1%2%1%2%-8%1%1%1%8%2%

2.932.542.912.832.782.552.612.502.632.652.552.872.772.502.453.462.352.652.622.442.662.60Mean

1.171.121.221.121.081.141.171.201.141.151.081.041.131.161.141.051.091.121.141.131.261.14Standard deviation

0.130.040.160.120.150.040.130.100.080.070.070.090.080.080.060.290.170.070.060.090.230.04Standard error



Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

8377360955277586133231274212128198218392134228640116133936Unweighted base

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

Gender

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Male
100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%

----------------------Female
----------------------

Age

-33199439716101586221414-----555518-24              (21)
-4%25%8%10%5%7%11%4%5%3%5%8%5%4%-----100%5%

81771524617192154675228664958----202-20225-34            (29.5)
9%21%21%23%14%20%9%14%22%22%22%23%25%17%17%----100%-20%

3339524361940055698913910653122125158---458--45835-44            (39.5)
40%47%33%34%45%46%57%48%37%45%46%43%46%42%47%---100%--45%

32206111811223203173745627479388--254---25445-54            (49.5)
39%24%15%17%25%26%21%21%30%24%24%22%18%31%26%--100%---25%

826312223569117741116-38----3855-64            (59.5)
9%3%4%11%4%3%5%4%4%4%3%6%1%4%5%-100%----4%

3122916-2735246516-----1665+                (70)
3%1%2%8%3%1%-1%3%1%2%1%2%2%1%100%-----2%

45.2640.1735.8042.1640.5240.0340.4039.3441.1939.8740.2140.0238.0241.4540.9670.0059.5049.5039.5029.5021.0040.23Average age
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Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

Social Class

183011317123033057848780---339516881585814339AB
21%35%18%15%29%35%32%40%35%28%34%---100%28%42%35%35%29%25%33%

2425515251425820416810070--298-611931254914298C1
29%30%21%23%33%30%21%28%28%32%30%--100%-36%30%36%27%24%25%29%

222083030102202328589461-264--44471226622264C2
26%24%41%28%25%26%24%19%24%30%26%-100%--26%10%18%27%33%39%26%

208515356802219312922122---272753286122DE
24%10%20%33%14%9%23%13%13%9%9%100%---10%18%11%12%14%10%12%

Region

2528225381927495-241--528188115714931436216336North
30%33%34%36%46%32%100%-100%--43%31%30%34%42%37%37%31%31%30%33%

32295274316300-53-310-39105116103412801617827363Midlands
39%35%37%40%37%35%-37%-100%-32%40%39%30%25%32%32%35%39%50%35%

2627321267288-91--232317894121512801536211324South
31%32%28%24%17%33%-63%--100%25%30%32%36%33%31%32%33%31%20%32%

Page 4

Being a Dad Survey
CATI Fieldwork : March 18th- April 13th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Classification
Base: All respondents

Prepared on behalf of NSPCC by ICM Research



Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

Working status

5674951--863781211972612068022025830362322340017139863Full-time
67%88%70%--100%82%84%82%84%89%66%83%87%90%40%62%88%87%84%71%84%

5316-42-551413561014121211196442Part-time
6%4%8%-100%-5%4%6%4%2%5%4%5%4%7%4%4%4%3%7%4%

1236655--381414141819143-392216455Not working but seeking
15%4%9%51%--4%6%6%5%6%15%7%5%1%-8%4%5%8%7%5%work or temporarily

unemployed/sick

418527--4599114544-35116227Not working/not seeking
5%2%7%25%--4%3%4%3%1%11%2%1%1%-8%2%2%3%3%3%work

513220--1348535579641--20Retired
6%2%2%19%--1%2%2%2%2%2%2%2%2%53%16%2%*--2%

-235--1221-1212---1135Student
-*4%5%--1%1%1%*-1%1%*1%---*1%5%1%

1-----31142*316-1321311Refused
1%-----3%1%*1%1%*1%*2%-2%1%1%1%6%1%
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Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

Tenure

15112121351201515373537142951459134551148139Own outright
18%13%16%12%11%14%16%10%15%11%16%11%11%17%13%53%34%18%11%7%15%14%

3056431322457153981511971274813619924441716031310823626Own with a mortgage
36%66%43%29%56%66%56%68%62%64%55%39%52%67%72%24%45%63%68%54%41%61%

18791840570121324372935541512-521334015115Council
22%9%24%37%11%8%13%9%10%12%13%28%20%5%3%-14%8%7%20%28%11%

622692234689691293--6168434Housing Assoc.
7%3%8%8%5%3%4%4%4%3%3%7%5%3%1%--2%3%4%7%3%

1462511565891923241527182421123827383Rented from someone
17%7%7%11%13%7%8%6%8%7%11%12%10%6%7%10%2%5%8%13%5%8%else

-41114-112212-3-1112-5Rent free
-*2%1%2%*-1%*1%1%*1%-1%-1%**1%-1%

-7-211032186245921853220Refused
-1%-2%1%1%3%1%*3%3%2%2%2%3%13%3%3%1%1%4%2%
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Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

Foreign Holiday in last 3 years

46559294423569569116517215747139214241142318029011619641Yes
56%66%39%41%55%66%59%63%68%56%68%39%53%72%71%85%60%71%63%57%34%63%

3729045641929339547613775751258498215741678637382No
44%34%61%59%45%34%41%37%32%44%32%61%47%28%29%15%40%29%37%43%66%37%

Number of cars

23681831772165322436363619233326333712114None
28%8%24%29%18%8%17%4%13%8%15%29%14%6%7%19%8%10%7%18%21%11%

372823547162943749771009647114951046137316874253591
44%33%48%43%38%34%38%34%32%32%41%38%43%32%31%37%35%29%37%37%45%35%

1740621211541038751101477934921491736911822382124482
21%48%28%20%37%47%40%52%45%47%34%28%35%50%51%34%23%46%49%40%21%44%

694-8387516223821523353921338331071023+
7%11%-8%8%10%5%11%9%12%9%4%9%12%12%10%34%15%7%5%13%10%
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Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

Internet Access

687926181388058213321828821288226287332123522842718545933At all
82%93%83%76%91%93%87%92%90%93%91%72%86%96%98%73%92%90%93%92%82%91%

607545578387558012720826519884199272323113521640217342878At home (net)
72%89%74%73%90%88%84%88%86%86%85%69%75%91%95%65%92%85%88%86%77%86%

39495289215335786130158135229418726361815625411517565At work (net)
46%58%38%8%49%62%60%59%54%51%58%18%36%63%78%37%46%61%55%57%32%55%

2928831691826425468412377631269769617691706726355At home
35%34%42%64%43%31%26%32%35%40%33%51%48%33%20%35%46%27%37%33%48%35%

8294-*4125616131211291-9238142At work
9%3%6%-1%5%2%3%2%5%6%1%8%4%3%8%-3%5%4%3%4%

31466249204925581124142122217317525451814723110716523Both at home and at
37%55%32%8%48%57%58%56%51%46%52%17%28%59%75%29%46%58%51%53%29%51%work

1923-9-147-372---434212Somewhere else
1%1%3%3%-1%-1%2%2%-2%3%1%---1%1%2%3%1%

1556122545713122321213436126332631171089Not at all
18%7%17%23%9%7%13%8%10%7%9%28%14%4%2%19%8%10%7%8%18%9%

-1-1-----1--1--1-----1Refused
-*-1%-----*--*--8%-----*
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Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

What is the highest educational level that you have achieved to date?

423874753184063874111153101851631329810910721510431477Secondary/ high school/
50%46%64%50%42%47%40%51%46%49%43%69%62%44%29%64%24%42%47%51%56%47%NVQ 1-3

26298103015288324375988517579916121882158668334University degree or
31%35%14%28%36%33%34%30%31%32%37%14%22%33%48%10%49%32%35%33%15%33%equivalent professional

qualification/ NVQ4

61055761039143024403103767253248246117Higher university
7%12%7%7%15%12%10%10%12%8%17%3%4%12%20%11%14%12%11%12%10%11%degree/ Doctorate/ MBA/

NVQ 5 or equivalent

52346-266831331111641113152133None of these
6%3%5%6%-3%7%5%1%4%1%9%4%2%1%5%2%5%3%1%2%3%

53671034096222246232492421216962Refused
6%4%10%9%7%5%9%4%9%7%2%5%9%8%3%10%11%8%5%3%16%6%
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Marital StatusWorking statusRegionSocial ClassAge
Wid-

owed/Marr-
separ-ied/Wales
ated/co-NotWorkWork&North
div-habit-work-Part-Full-Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South

orcedingSingleingtimetimelandWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24Total

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023Weighted base

Marital Status

--741665161220211515301513231124151974Single
--100%15%13%6%6%8%8%7%7%12%11%5%4%11%8%4%5%8%34%7%

-849-69317497612120625219585208255301122620639517733849Married/ co-habiting
-100%-65%73%87%80%83%85%81%84%70%79%85%89%74%69%81%86%87%60%83%

83--225561011142919202224183832338-83Widowed/ separated/
100%--20%12%7%11%8%6%9%8%16%8%8%5%16%21%13%7%4%-8%divorced

----16311842446-1553317Refused
----1%1%3%1%*3%2%2%1%1%2%-2%2%1%1%6%2%

Children

----------------------None aged 18 or under
----------------------

838497410842863951452413102321222642983391638254458202551023NET: Yes
100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%100%

6675164903876088119208276206111236255295132118043220051897NET: Yes any aged 15 or
80%88%87%84%89%88%93%83%86%89%89%91%90%85%87%81%57%71%94%99%92%88%under

103623441183494052911349646129101137442118116339413- Aged under 5
12%43%46%38%42%41%43%36%38%43%41%37%49%34%40%27%10%8%40%81%71%40%

273372441133344656731298854961071352868233755392- Aged 5-10
32%40%32%38%32%39%49%39%30%41%38%44%36%36%40%14%21%27%51%37%9%38%

48300274120317295310210789559211811510151331872411380- Aged 11-15
58%35%36%38%47%37%31%37%42%35%38%45%35%39%34%65%38%52%41%12%20%37%

2819716291320023465865512956807751913269612243- Aged 16-18
34%23%22%27%30%23%24%32%24%21%22%24%21%27%23%33%51%52%15%3%22%24%
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