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Make it clear.
End physical punishment.

NSPCC

Dear Prime Minister,

Every child deserves more than just safety. They deserve to grow up in a world where they
are loved and protected from harm.

Yet in England, an outdated and damaging defence in the law still allows a parent or guardian
to argue that it is okay to physically harm their child, under the guise of ‘reasonable punishment’.

We believe that it is never ‘reasonable’ to hit a child. It is harm, plain and simple.
And the current law sends a dangerous message that striking a child can be excused.

The evidence is overwhelming. Decades of research shows that harming a child can have lasting
consequences, undermining their mental health, damaging trust and worsening behaviour.

The impact of physical punishment can be subtle, showing up as fear, anxiety, low self-esteem,
difficulty controlling emotions, increased aggression and strained relationships. It teaches children
that violence ‘corrects’ behaviour and that those closest to them can also be the

ones who hurt them.

This is not the lesson we want to pass on to our next generation of children.

Adults benefit from robust legal protections that safeguard them from assault.
How is it acceptable that children have less protection from physical harm than adults?




Removing this defence would be a powerful step towards keeping our children safe.
It would support parents to raise their children with empathy, and it would give
professionals the clarity they tell us they want.

It would affirm a simple truth: that children deserve the same protection
from assault that every adult enjoys.

Scotland, Wales and over 65 countries across the world have already taken steps to end
physical punishment against children, recognising that protecting them from harm is a
fundamental responsibility and not up for debate.

This outdated defence has no place in 21st century England.
Prime Minister, this is your opportunity to be brave and lead with courage and compassion.

We ask you to stand up, alongside us, for every child’s right to safety, dignity,
and respect. It’s time to end the physical punishment of children in England, for
good.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Sherwood, CEO, NSPCC

Lynn Perry MBE, CEO, Barnardo's

Professor Andrew Rowland, RCPCH Officer for Child Protection and Consultant Paediatrician
Baroness Walmsley

Sorcha Eastwood MP

Rachael Maskell MP

Jess Asato MP

David Simmonds MP

Munira Wilson MP

Baroness Finlay of Llandaff

Lord Hampton

Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle

Natalie Dormer, Ambassador for Childline

Ash Bibi, NSPCC Lived Experience Advocate

Rhia Welsh, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood
Charlie Webster, NSPCC Ambassador for Childhood
Alan Shearer, NSPCC Supporter

Sir Michael Caine, NSPCC Supporter

Rob Green, NSPCC Supporter

Samantha Morton, NSPCC Ambassador for Childhood
Shaniqua Okwok, NSPCC Ambassador for Childhood
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Jim Chapman, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Terri White, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Amber Ogunsanya William, NSPCC Champion of Childhood

Abi Carter Simpson, NSPCC Champion of Childhood

Samantha Baines, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Heidi Range, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Fay Greaves, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Dr Ranj Singh, NSPCC Friend

Ashley James, NSPCC Friend

Louisa Lytton, NSPCC Friend

Michael Gunning, NSPCC Friend

Alistair Petrie, NSPCC Friend

Lydia Bright, NSPCC Friend

Janette Manrara, NSPCC Friend

Jodie Ounsley, NSPCC Friend

Pandora Sykes, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Robert Lindsay, NSPCC Friend

Anna Williamson, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Rosey Davidson, NSPCC Campaigner for Childhood

Gwyneth Strong, Actress

Sir Peter Wanless, Former CEO, NSPCC

Dame Mary Marsh DBE, Former CEO, NSPCC

Dr Philip Goodwin, CEO, UNICEF

Tom Toumazis MBE, Ex-NSPCC Trustee and current Childline Board Chair
Ryan McDonnell, CEO, Lidl GB

Joel Burrows, CEO, Lindt

Louise Hill, Co-Founder & CEO, GoHenry

Professor Chris van Tulleken, UNICEF Ambassador

Giles Moffatt , NSPCC Campaigner and survivor

David Graham MBE, Care Leavers Association

Sylvia Duncan, Institute of Recovery for Childhood Trauma

Bess Herbert, End Corporal Punishment

Professor Tracy Daszkiewicz , President

Mark Russell, CEO, The Children's Society

Rita Waters, Group Chief Executive, National Youth Advocacy Service (NYAS)
Louise King, Director, Children's Rights Alliance for England

Dan Clark, Head of Service, Achieving for Children, Richmond and Kingston
Sarah Thomas, CEO, The Fostering Network

Justin Humphreys, CEO and Head of Safeguarding Development, Thirtyone:eight
Tania Bright, Co-Chief Executive Officer, Safe Families and Home for Good
BASW England



Paul Wright, CEO, Alliance for Children

Andrew Copson OBE, CEO, Humanists UK

Donna Wiggett, General Secretary, Association of Educational Psychologists
Gemma Helps, Research Nurse

Dr Helen Clements, Consultant Paediatrician

Mairi Stark, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Alison Steele, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Catherine Chadwick, Vice Chair, RCPCH and Consultant Paediatrician
Anthony Cohn, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Lynn Snow, Designated Doctor (Looked After Children)

Dr Frances Howsam MBChB MRCPCH MSc, Paediatrician and Named Doctor for Safeguarding
Dr Jo Gifford, Consultant Paediatrician and Designated Doctor for Safeguarding
Dr Luximi Kabilan, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Anna Uwagboe, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Benjamin Holter, Paediatric Registrar

Dr Jo Sims, Designated Doctor for Safeguarding

Dr Natasa Chrysodonta, Paediatric Resident Doctor

Dr Hannah Fallon, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Rebecca Newbegin, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Ruth Skelton, Designated Doctor for Safeguarding

Dr Sumedha Bird MBChB MRCPCH MAcadEd, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Anna Ramsbottom, Consultant paediatrician and Designated Doctor for Safeguarding
Children

Deborah Harris, Paediatric Advanced Clinical Practitioner

Dr Rachel Belin, Clinical Psychologist

Dr. Andrew Ian Villis, Consultant Paediatrician and Named Doctor for Safeguarding
Dr Leanne Newall, Consultant Paediatrician

Gail Kakoullis, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Matthew Thomas, Consultant Respiratory Paediatrician

Dr Glyn Jones, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Caroline Grayson, Consultant Paediatrician and Designated Doctor for Safeguarding
Dr Malcolm Brodlie, Honorary Consultant in Paediatric Respiratory Medicine
Rebecca Bardgett, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Natasha Bell, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Jason Palman, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Flora McErlane, Consultant Paediatric Rheumatologist

Dr L Woodgate, Paediatric Intensive Care Consultant

Deirdre Boys, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Reuben Gibbons, Paediatrician

Mary Auckland-Child, Paediatric Emergency Consultant

Dr Rachel S. Agbeko, Consultant in Paediatric Intensive Care



Dr Louise ] Michaelis, Consultant Paediatrician in Immunology and Allergy

Dr Anna Mary Brough, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr James Slack, General Paediatric Consultant

Dr EJ Parish, General paediatric consultant and deputy named doctor for safeguarding
Dr Shehla Jadoon, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr V Pennock, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Michael McKean, Consultant Respiratory Paediatrician

Dr Rowena Yates, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Sarah Boutros, Paediatric Consultant and deputy named doctor for safeguarding
Dr Neil Harrower, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Patrice Tom, Specialty Doctor

Dr Pradnya Sheth, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Naomi Jones, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Gill Turner, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Elaine Burfitt, Consultant Community Paediatrician, Interim Chair CPSIG

Dr Jane Armstrong, Designated Doctor for Safeguarding Children

Dr Felicity Barnes, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Sarah Dawkins, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Anna Thorley, Consultant Paediatrician

Professor Andrew R Gennery, Sir James Spence Professor of Child Health

Dr Rosemary Thwaites, Consultant paediatrician and designated doctor for safeguarding
Dr Ashley Reece, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Islay Clark, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Helen Berry, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Penny Garrood, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Latha Chandramouli, Designated Doctor for Safeguarding Children

Lynn Sinitsky, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Olaniyi Kehinde, Consultant Paediatrician

Duke Razon, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Elaine Chiang, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Alexandra Battersby, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Simon Bomken, Clinical Senior Lecturer & Honorary Consultant Paediatrician
Dr Elizabeth Jones, Paediatric Emergency Medicine Consultant

Dr Rebecca Gilbert, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Christopher Doyle, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Nicola Smith, MB BChir MA MSc MRCPCH, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Gemma Dolden, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Lesley Clarkson, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Anna Gregory, Consultant Community Paediatrician and Designated Doctor for Safeguarding
Dr Tara Webster-Deakin, Assistant Professor, University of Nottingham

Dr Charlotte Jarvis, Paediatric Doctor



Dr Hannah Townsend, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Sheila Paul, Forensic Physician

Professor Carol Robinson, Professor of Children's Rights, University of Strathclyde

Dr Rupal Patel, Consultant Paediatrician

Professor David Gordon, Professor of Social Justice, University of Bristol

Dr Anna Basu, Clinical senior lecturer and honorary consultant paediatric neurologist
Dr Sarah Steel, Consultant Paediatrician and Designated Doctor Child Death Review
Dr Anna Linden, Consultant Paediatrician and Named Doctor for Safeguarding Children
Dr. Monica Negoita, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Cynthia Carter, Reader Emerita, Cardiff University

Dr Louise Blackburn, Community Paediatrician

Dr Debbie Box, Specialist Doctor in Paediatric Palliative Medicine

Dr Karen Mclachlan, Consultant Paediatrician

Helen Stalford, Professor of Law, University of Liverpool

Dr H Dobson, Specialist Paediatric Palliative Medicine Registrar

Hilary Klonin, Consultant

Marlies Kustatscher, Senior Lecturer in Childhood Studies, University of Edinburgh
Dr Salma Ali, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Kelly-Beth Lawman, Consultant Paediatrician and Named Doctor for Safeguarding Children
Dr Rebecca Sands, Designated Doctor for Safeguarding Children

Mr. Ramses Wolfe, EDI Adviser, UNICEF UK

Dr Kate Lawrence, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Nicola Heddy, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Hannah Dumelow, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Mathumoli Ranjan, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Elizabeth Dalgarno, Lecturer, University of Manchester

Dr Alex Elwick, Associate Professor, UCL

Dr Sarah Martin, Doctor

Ramamoorthy Madhepalli Varadan, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr B.R.Hema Latha, Consultant

Vanessa Dias-Carter, Educator

Dr Leah Boullier, General Paediatrician and Named Doctor For Safeguarding Children
Dr Alison Share, Consultant Paediatrician and Designated Doctor for Looked After Children
Dr Alexandra Hardisty, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr S Dipti, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Anna Trever, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Kerry Jeavons, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Liz Evans, Consultant Paediatrician

Emma McQueen, Consultant Paediatrician

Joe Smith, Advanced Paediatric Nurse Practitioner

Dr Katie Mckinnon, Neonatal Registrar



Dr Nicky Coote, Consultant Paediatrician

Peter Ehrhardt FRCP FRCPCH, Paediatrician - retired

Dr Kate Head, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Trevor Brocklebank FRCP. FRCPCH, Retired physician

Dana Beasley, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Fiona Astill, Community Child Health Registrar

Sukanta Banerjee, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Sarah Alexander, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Christine Sloczynska, Consultant Community Paediatrician
Dr James Bubb, Paediatric Registrar

Dr Kirsty Kilpatrick, Paediatric Emergency Medicine Doctor
Dr Lucy Bott BMBS Hons, Paediatric Doctor

Dr T L Chambers, Retired physician

Sue Burr, Retired Senior Paediatric Nurse

Dr Martyn Rees, Consultant Paediatrician

Chris Williams, Consultant Paediatrician

Ruth Jones, Doctor

Dr Allyson Ramsay, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Sarah Burnett, Consultant Neonatologist

Dr Helen Doggett, Community Paediatrician and Named GP for Safeguarding Children
Dr Clive Sainsbury, Consultant Paediatrician (retired)

Dr Liz Marder, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Alison Bell, ST8 paediatric doctor

Dr Anna Mathew, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Philippa Thomas, ST6 Paediatric Intensive Care Resident Doctor
Dr Philip Smith, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Joanne Borbone, Consultant Paediatrician

Beth Williams, Medical Student

Dr Margaret Williams, Retired Consultant Community Paediatrician
Dr Isabel Schulz, Specialist Doctor Community Paediatrics

Dr Penny Gibson, Retired Consultant Paediatrician

Matyl Kassouf, Medical Student

Dr Rebecca Gumm, Paediatric Neurodisability Consultant

Dr Matilda Iverson, Paediatric registrar

Dr Avanish Tantry, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Lucy Backhouse, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Ditalion Werner, Doctor

Andrew Seggie MRCPCH, MBBS, BSc, Paediatric Emergency Medicine Doctor
Dr Delyth Howard, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Fauzia Khan, Paediatrician

Dr John Stroobant, Retired Consultant Paediatrician



Dr Baljit Karda, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Charlotte McNab, Doctor

Dr Ann Lorek, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Hannah Pool, Consultant in Paediatric Emergency Medicine

Dr. Madhavi Madhusudhana, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Jonathan Riley, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Elizabeth Day, Paediatric medicine consultant

Dr Hannah Marshall, Paediatric Registrar ST7

Dr Anja Heilmann, Associate Professor, UCL

Emily Beales, Doctor

Imti Choonara, Emeritus Professor in Child Health, University of Nottingham
Dr George Fonfe, Paediatric Consultant and Expert Witness in Child Protection
Dr Ellen Mosley, Consultant Paediatrician

Kate Vickers, RRSA Professional Adviser

Jonathan C Darling, Clinical Associate Professor and Honorary Consultant Paediatrician
Dr Helen Clarke, Consultant Oncologist

Dr Suzi Armitage, Consultation Community Paediatrician

Dr Dillon Robson, Foundation Doctor

Dr Paul Davis, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Anita Mehay, Senior Research Fellow, University of London

Jennifer Boyle, Doctor

Dr Kirrily Pells, Associate Professor of Childhood, UCL

Dr Danya Glaser, Child and adolescent psychiatrist

Dr Abraha Derso, Retired Consultant Paediatrician

Laura Wilkins, Paediatric Resident Doctor

Dr Wendy McCay, Consultant Paediatrician

Priscilla Alderson, Professor Emerita, UCL

John Puntis, Retired Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Judith Meek, Consultant neonatologist

Dr Laura Hughes, Consultant in General Paediatrics

Dr Sankar Chattopadhyay, Paediatrician

Dr Jessica Watson, Paediatrician

Dr Matthew Harmer, Consultant Paediatric Nephrologist

Professor Sally Holland, Cardiff University, Former Children's Commissioner for Wales
Dr Genevieve Southgate, Paediatric Registrar

Dr Corina Teh, Consultant Paediatrician

Katie Restall, Paediatric ST7

Dr Katrina Pettit, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Emma Dyer MRCPCH, Paediatric Emergency Medicine Registrar

Katie Hollingworth, Lecturer and researcher, Social Research Institute, UCL
Dr Nelly Alj, Lecturer in Children’s Rights and Childhood, UCL



Dr Tamara Gow-Zerb, Consultant Pediatrician in Community Child Health

Dr. Rosa Mendizabal, Lecturer on the Sociology of Childhood and Children's Rights, UCL
Dr Rebeka Nagyova, Paediatric Trainee

Dr Tim Smith, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr Nicolas Brando, Co-Director, European Children Rights Unit, University of Liverpool
Dr Veena Meetoo, Lecturer in Sociology, UCL

Dr William P Whitehouse, Honorary Clinical Associate Professor, Retired Consultant Paediatric
Neurologist

Professor Paul Ramchandani, Professor of Play in Education, Development and Learning,
University of Cambridge

Dr Oliver Rackham, Neonatal paediatric consultant

Jenny Fairfield, Consultant Paediatrician

Virginia Morrow, Visiting Professor, Social Research Institute, UCL
Dr S Mistry, Consultant Paediatrician

Dr C Metcalfe, Doctor

Dr Anjli Jethwa, Paediatric Consultant

Dr Hilary Smith, Retired consultant paediatrician

Dr Alison Livingstone, Designated Doctor Safeguarding

Prof. Umar Toseeb, Professor of Psychology, University of York

Dr Juliana Wright, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Helen Bailie, Consultant Paediatrician

Salah Mansy, Doctor

Professor Kay Tisdall, Professor of Childhood Policy, University of Edinburgh



