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I am delighted to welcome you all to 
our  Merry Little Christmas Concert 
in aid of Childline, a life-changing 
service provided by the NSPCC. I’d 
like to begin by thanking you all for 
being here this evening to help us 
raise vital funds for Childline.

Christmas is a special time, offering 
people the chance to spend time together 
with friends and family, celebrating and 
reflecting on the highs and lows of the 
past year. For many children, however, 
it can be a difficult time, especially if 
they are experiencing problems such as 
abuse, bullying, self-harm or neglect. 
Your support tonight and the money 
we raise will make a real difference to 
these children by giving them help, 
support and hope for a brighter future.

For 35 years, volunteer counsellors 
have provided comfort, advice and 
support – on the phone and online too 
– for children who have nowhere else 
to turn. Over the years, more than 5.5 
million children and young people have 
had Childline counselling sessions.

On average, a child will contact Childline 
every 25 seconds. This means that, 
during this 90 minute concert, 216 
children could have contacted Childline. 
By being here tonight and donating to 

Childline, you are helping us achieve 
the aim of being here for every child.

I am thrilled that we are joined tonight by 
our wonderful performers and readers, 
who have given their time to share this 
festive evening with you all. I know it’s 
going to be a magnificent evening, with 
beautiful musical performances and I 
am so pleased to see so many young 
musicians and choristers involved.

I would like to extend a special thank you 
to the Merry Little Christmas Committee 
for all their hard work, passion and 
determination over the past year to 
create this wonderful event. I would also 
like to thank Lindt, Good Housekeeping 
and Lidl for supporting this evening.

Finally, I would like to thank you all again 
for coming to Childline’s Merry Little 
Christmas Concert. By contributing 
generously tonight, you can help us 
comfort and protect children who 
depend on us. Enjoy a wonderful 
night of festive celebrations.

Dame Esther Rantzen DBE 
Founder and President of Childline

A welcome from 
Dame Esther Rantzen DBE 
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A welcome from 
Childline’s Merry Little 

Christmas Committee
We are excited and delighted to welcome 
you back this year to a hybrid Childline’s 
Merry Little Christmas Concert, here 
in person at Holy Trinity Church and 
online! Thank you so much for joining 
us for a wonderful evening of festivity, 
merriment and a sense of togetherness.

This Christmas season brings with it 
positivity, energy and hope. After such 
unprecedented times due to the pandemic 
all our lives have changed in ways we couldn’t 
have imagined. Many children and young 
people found it tough and have experienced 
a range of on-going and new pressures 
this year. It has been unbelievably hard for 
young people to find solutions or to know 
where to seek help, as many outlets have 
been closed to them through the lockdowns 
and restrictions. Having maintained our 
service from the beginning of the pandemic, 
Childline continues to be there for young 
people 24/7, to give advice and support, 
on the phone or online. It is a place where 
children and young people are listened 
to – no worry is too big or too small - and 
tonight you can help us be here for even 
more children. The vital funds raised tonight 
will be used to fund the Childline service, 
and you really are making a difference.

Thank you so much for attending the concert 
here tonight in person, or online, wherever 
you are. By donating a prize or buying prize 
draw tickets, you are generously supporting 
Childline and all the children we help. We 
also have a silent auction that you may have 
seen sneak previews for – have a look and 
see some of the incredible prizes to be won.

Enjoy this very special evening and we 
wish you a jolly, sparkly, jingly, festive, 
special Merry Little Christmas!

Suzie Daubeney - Chair
The Childline’s Merry Little 
Christmas Committee
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A welcome from HRH 
Countess of Wessex
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Our Childline service is here 
for children every day – even at 
Christmas. We’re open 24 hours a 
day, staffed by volunteer counsellors 
in bases from Aberdeen to Cardiff.

Childline delivered over 6,000 counselling 
sessions at Christmas last year and over 2,600 
of those counselling sessions were about 
mental health, self-harm and suicidal thoughts. 
So, when a child feels like they have nowhere 
else to turn, it’s vital that we’re here for them.

By supporting our Christmas appeal, you 
can help us answer more young people 
who desperately need our help. Childline 
can be a lifeline for young people, but 
we can only be there with your support 
– this Christmas and all year round.

“We’re here, and we’re 
confidential. A lot of young 
people find it very, very 
difficult to talk to somebody. 
But we’re strangers, we’re 
not judging.”
Phil, Childline counsellor

could pay for one  
of our trained 

volunteer counsellors 
to answer five calls 

to Childline — even on 
Christmas day.

£20 

In four out of five 
counselling sessions 

young people indicated 
that they felt better 

able to cope after 
counselling.

4/5

could pay for a 
Childline supervisor’s 

shift. Our dedicated 
supervisors support 

our volunteer 
counsellors.

£190 
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Jake’s* story

Our counsellors helped 
Jake in his darkest hours — 
whenever he needed them.
I started getting bullied when I was 
only seven. I’m autistic, so I was 
slower at picking up what people were 
saying or would misinterpret things. 
So the bullies picked on me – calling 
me names and that kind of stuff. 

It was a really lonely time for me. 
I felt like I didn’t have anyone. I 
just wanted to get away from it all 
because it was really, really difficult.

Contacting Childline was a chance 
for me to just talk through things in 
a way I hadn’t done before. It was 
a relief to get it out. They actually 
wanted to listen, and I felt that.”

“

“I was in a situation where 
I just felt so low, but 
by talking to Childline 
and processing it, I 
realised I can still have 
a life – I can still do 
everything I want to do.”
Jake

*Jake’s name has been changed to protect the  
identity of the child. Quotes are created from real 
Childline service users but are not necessarily 
direct quotes. The picture of the child has been 
posed by a model. Photography by Different Kettle.
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For children facing abuse, every night feels like the longest. 
Walk 5k on 21 December and help protect children from abuse.

 
©National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) 2021. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717 and Jersey 384. 

Photography by Shutterstock. The adults and children pictured are models. J20211111. 

Use promo code XMAS21for half price registration

Scan 
here to sign up

on the longest night of the year



Our fundraising  
tonight 

The Merry Little Christmas prize draw
Buy a Prize Draw ticket now using the QR code to the left. 
Entering this amazing prize draw will give you the chance 
to win one of our wonderful prizes. Each prize draw ticket 
costs £5 and there are three prizes to be won: afternoon tea 
for four at Oblix, a £100 voucher to enjoy at Vardo and a 
signed copy of Peggy Porschen’s new baking book. Winners 
will be announced at the end of the night by our host.
tinyurl.com/vpmtwvam

Childline pledge
Made a pledge to Childline this evening. To the left and on 
the back on this programme you will find the QR code for our 
online pledge page. Please dig deep and donate what you 
can, and all the money you donate will go directly to Childline.
Christmas should be the most special time of the 
year for all children, a time when they feel safe and 
loved. But for many the reality is sadly different.

Help us bring some light into children’s lives at their 
darkest moments by supporting our Childline service.

ww1.emma-live.com/MerryLittleChristmas/?donate

Online auction
Bid in our fantastic online auction until 10pm tonight! Take 
a look at the prizes using the QR code to the left and get 
bidding! There are some fantastic lots on offer this year, 
including two tickets to Cirque Du Soleil’s Luzia,  
a Harrods hamper and the ultimate dining experience 
at the top-class restaurants Roka, Zuma and Oblix.
charitystars.com/event/merry-little-christmas-2021
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Welcome and 
Christmas Quiz

Welcome and christmas quiz 
with our host, Shaun Wallace

Question 1 
We all love receiving presents at Christmas, but which 
fruit is traditionally put inside a Christmas stocking?

Question 2 
Which carol, sung later this evening, 

contains the words ‘When the snow lay 
round about, deep and crisp and even’?

Question 3
Tthis year’s concert is taking place in the 

beautiful Holy Trinity Church, London. After being 
demolished, rebuilding of the church started in 

1888, what year was the church completed? 

Question 4 
We are all here tonight to not only enjoy a festive 

evening, but to support Childline. From April 2020-
2021 how many calls did Childline answer? 

Question 5
Finally, how many reindeer pull Father 

Christmas each year in his sleigh?
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Once in  
Royal David’s City 

Congregation - please all join in

SOLO 
Once in Royal David’s City
Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

ALL 
He came down to earth from heaven

Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,

And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean and lowly,

Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And through all his wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,

Love, and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms he lay;

Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as he.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,

We shall see him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;

When like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.
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Go Tell it on
the Mountain 

Go and tell, tell it on the mountain
Go and tell, tell it on the mountain
Go and tell, tell it on the mountain, 

A tiny child is born.

Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere

Go tell it on the mountain, 
A tiny child is born.

When I was a seeker, 
I sought both night and day.

I asked the Lord to help me, 
And he showed me the way

Go and tell, tell it on the mountain
Go and tell, tell it on the mountain
Go and tell, tell it on the mountain, 

A tiny child is born.

Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere

Go tell it on the mountain, 
A tiny child is born.

Performed by Putney High Choir
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Deck the Halls
Congregation – please all join in

Barter
Life has loveliness to sell,

 All beautiful and splendid things,
Blue waves whitened on a cliff,

 Soaring fire that sways and sings,
And children’s faces looking up

Holding wonder like a cup.

Life has loveliness to sell,
 Music like a curve of gold,

Scent of pine trees in the rain,

 Eyes that love you, arms that hold,
And for your spirit’s still delight,

Holy thoughts that star the night.

Spend all you have for loveliness,
 Buy it and never count the cost;

For one white singing hour of peace
 Count many a year of strife well lost,

And for a breath of ecstasy
Give all you have been, or could be.

Deck the halls with boughs of holly,
Fa la la la la la la la la

Tis the season to be jolly,
Fa la la la la la la la la

Don we now our gay apparel
Fa la la la la la la la la

Troll the ancient Yuletide carol

See the blazing Yule before us
Strike the harp and join the chorus

Follow me in merry measure
While I tell of Yule-tide treasure

Fast away the old year passes
Hail the new year, lads and lasses

Sing we joyous, all together
Heedless of the wind and weather

Next up is a special performance of Jingle Bell Dash, arr. 
Lynn Shaw Bailey by Jersey’s Aureole Choir.

Sara Teasdale
Read by Georgia Lock
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The Christmas Story
Luke 2: V1-14 

Read by Richard Pepper

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 

he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 

you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger’. And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
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A performance of ‘He shall feed his flock, from Handel’s ‘Messiah’, by Principal 
Cellist of Hampshire County Youth Orchestra Daniel Simojoki.

12 days of Christmas,

If you are able to donate to 
Childline please scan the 
QR code below. All funds 
raised go to Childline and 
its life changing service.

Next up we have a beautiful performance from BBC’s Young 
Chorister of the year, Ruby Skilbeck of The Shepherd’s Sing, 
followed by Aaron who will be sharing his story of Childline.

John Julius Norwich
Read by Natalie Dormer

25th December.
My dearest darling,

That partridge, in that lovely little pear tree! What an enchanting, 
romantic, poetic present! Bless you and thank you.

Your deeply loving Emily.

26th December.
Mr dearest darling Edward,

The two turtle doves arrived this morning and are cooing away 
in the pear tree as I write. I’m so touched and grateful.

With undying love, as always, Emily.

A Correspondence
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27th December.
My darling Edward,

You do thinks of the most original presents: whoever thought of 
sending anybody three French hens? Do they really come all the 
way from France? It’s a pity that we have no chicken coops, but 

I expect we’ll find some. Thank you, anyway, they’re lovely.
Your loving Emily.

28th December.
Dearest Edward,

What a surprise - four calling birds arrived this morning. 
They are very sweet, even if they do call rather loudly they make 

telephoning impossible. But I expect they’ll calm down when they get 
used to their new home. Anyway, I’m very grateful - of course I am.

Love from Emily.

29th December.
Dearest Edward,

The postman has just delivered five most beautiful gold 
rings, one for each finger, and all fitting perfectly. 

A really lovely present - lovelier in a way than birds, 
which do take rather a lot of looking after. The four 

that arrived yesterday are still making a terrible row, 
and I’m afraid none of us got much sleep last night. 

Mummy says she wants us to use the rings to ‘wring’ 
their necks - she’s only joking, I think; though I know 

what she means. But I love the rings. Bless you.
Love, Emily.

30th December.
Dear Edward,

Whatever I expected to find when I opened the front 
door this morning, it certainly wasn’t six socking 

great geese laying eggs all over the doorstep. 
Frankly, I rather hoped you had stopped sending me 

birds we have no room for them and they have already 
ruined the croquet lawn. I know you meant well, but

let’s call a halt, shall we?
Love, Emily.



17

31st December.
Edward,

I thought I said no more birds; but this morning I 
woke up to find no less than seven swans all trying 

to get into our tiny goldfish pond. I’d rather not 
thinks what happened to the goldfish. The whole house 

seems to be full of birds - to say nothing of what 
they leave behind them. Please, please STOP.

Your Emily.

1st January.
Frankly, I think I prefer the birds. What am I to do with 

eight milkmaids - AND their cows? Is this some kind of a 
joke? If so, I’m afraid I don’t find it very amusing.

Emily

2nd January.
Look here Edward, this has gone far enough. You say 

you’re sending me nine ladies dancing; all I can say 
is that judging from the way they dance, they’re 

certainly not ladies. The village just isn’t accustomed 
to seeing a regiment of shameless hussies 

with nothing on but their lipstick cavorting round 
the green - and it’s Mummy and I who get blamed. 

If you value our friendship - which I do less and less - 
kindly stop this ridiculous behaviour at once.

Emily

3rd January.
As I write this letter, ten disgusting old men are 

prancing abour all over what used to be the garden 
before the geese and the swans and the cows got at it; and 

several of them, I notice, are taking inexcusable liberties 
with the milkmaids. Meanwhile the neighbours are trying 

to have us evicted. I shall never speak to you again.
Emily
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4th January.
This is the last straw. You know I detest bagpipes. 
The place has now become something between a 
menagerie and a madhouse and a man from the 

Council has just declared it unfit for habitation. At 
least Mummy has been spared this last outrage; they 
took her away yesterday afternoon in an ambulance. 

I hope you’re satisfied.

5th January.
Sir, our client, Miss Emily Wilbraham, instructs me to 

inform you that with the arrival on her premises at 
half-past seven this morning of the entire percussion 

section of the Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra 
and several of their friends she has no course left 

open to her but to seek an injunction to prevent your 
importuning her further. I am making arrangements 

for the return of much assorted livestock.

I am, Sir, Yours faithfully,
G. CREEP

Solicitor-at-law

Next up is a special performance by Canford School.
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Joanna Fuchs
Read By Florence Foster

Take a heap of child-like wonder
That opens up our eyes

To the unexpected gifts in life—
Each day a sweet surprise.

Mix in fond appreciation
For the people whom we know;
Like festive Christmas candles,

Each one has a special glow.

Add some giggles and some laughter,
A dash of Christmas food,

(Amazing how a piece of pie improves our attitude!)

Stir it all with human kindness;
Wrap it up in love and peace,
Decorate with optimism, and

Our joy will never cease.

If we use this healthy recipe,
We know we will remember

To be in the Christmas spirit,
Even when it’s not December.

Recipe for Christmas  
All Year Long
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Performed by Putney High Choir

Ding Dong! Merrily on high
in heav’n the bells are ringing:

Ding dong verily the sky, 
is riv’n with angels singing

Glo………..ria, hosanna in excelsis

E’en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,

And i-o i-o i-o, 
by priest and people sungen

Glo………..ria, hosanna in excelsis

Pray you dutifully prime
Your matin chime ye ringers;

May you beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers

Glo………..ria, hosanna in excelsis

Next up, a special reading by Alex Jennings.

Ding Dong, 
Merrily on High
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Good King Wenceslas
Good King Wenceslas looked out 

On the Feast of Stephen,
When the snow lay round about, 

Deep and crisp and even:
Brightly shone the moon that night,

Though the frost was cruel,
When a poor man came in sight,

Gathering winter fuel.

Hither page and stand by me,
If thou knowst it telling,

Yonder peasant, who is he?
Where and what his dwelling?

‘Sire he lives a good league hence,
Underneath the mountain,

Right against the forest fence, 
By Saint Agnes’ fountain.’

‘Bring me flesh and bring me wine,
Bring me pine logs hither:

Thou and I will see him dine,
When we bear them thither.’

Page and monarch, 

forth they went,
Forth they went together:

Through the rude 
wind’s wild lament

And the bitter weather.

‘Sire the night is darker now,
And the wind grows stronger;

Fails my heart, I know not how;
I can go no longer.’

‘Mark my footsteps, good my page;
Tread thou in them boldly:

Thou shalt find the winter’s rage
Freeze thy blood less coldly.’

In his master’s steps he trod,
Where the snow lay dinted;

Heat was in the very sod
Which the saint had printed.

Therefore, Christian men be sure,
Wealth or rank possessing,

Ye who now will bless the poor,
Shall yourselves find blessing.

Congregation – please all join in

Closing speech
A blessing by Fr Fergus Butler-Gallie 

Prize draw announcement
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We Wish you a 
Merry Christmas

Congregation – please all join in

We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Glad tidings we bring to you and your kin.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Oh bring us some figgy pudding
Oh bring us some figgy pudding

Oh bring us some figgy pudding and a cup of good cheer.
Glad tidings we bring to you and your kin.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We won’t go until we get some,
We won’t go until we get some,

We won’t go until we get some, so bring some out here.
Glad tidings we bring to you and your kin.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Closing speech  
and quiz answers

With Shaun Wallace

Question 1
Orange/Tangerine 

Question 2
Good King Wenceslas

Question 3
1890

Question 4
20,000

Question 5
Eight

Thank you for your support and we hope that you 
have a very merry Christmas.



Thanks  
to our host,

Shaun Wallace
Shaun Wallace is known for being one of the Chasers on ITV’s quiz show 

The Chase where he is affectionately known as The Dark Destroyer.

In 2004 he won Mastermind, with his specialist subject being FA 
Cup Finals and in 2012 was ranked 286th in the World Quizzing 

Championships. He is a qualified barrister and is also a part-time lecturer. 
Lecturing in environmental, health and safety and road transport law. 

2018 saw the publication of his autobiography Chasing The 
Dream about his life, his success and how he never gave up 

on achieving his dream, even in the face of adversity. 

24



Natalie Dormer

Natalie Dormer is a leading actress and producer in film, 
TV and stage. She is well known for her role in The Tudors, 
Game of Thrones and The Hunger Games. Her personal 
philanthropy includes her role as an ambassador for Childline.

Putney High

Putney High is one of the UK’s leading independent girls’ 
schools. For girls aged 4-18 years old, it is based in South 
West London and is part of the Girls’ Day School Trust.

Putney High Junior School offers a vibrant and 
stimulating environment, where no two days are the 
same, and every girl is valued. Pupils develop a positive 
‘can-do’ attitude and a genuine love for learning. They 
are curious, keen to embrace new challenges, and the 
joy of music and singing runs through their veins!

BBC Young Chorister of the Year 2021 - Ruby Skilbeck

At her happiest when singing, Ruby has been a chorister at 
Guildford Cathedral since the age of nine. She served as head 
chorister from 2020-2021 and holds a Royal School of Church 
Music (RSCM) gold award. Now 16, she continues at the 
Cathedral under Katherine Dienes-Williams’ superb guidance.

While singing is her first love, Ruby plays the piano, double 
bass and bass guitar and has been taught by the excellent 
music team at St Catherine’s. She is a member of Surrey 
County Youth Orchestra and Surrey County Youth Jazz 
Orchestra. This year she has started vocal studies at Junior 
Guildhall in London, under the tutelage of Rachel Sherry.

Ruby is the recent winner of BBC Young Chorister of 
the Year 2021. She recently made her solo debut with 
Southern Voices and yesterday recorded with the 
BBC Philharmonic Orchestra. She is delighted to be 
performing tonight for such an important cause. 

Our readers
and performers
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Richard Pepper

Richard is a highly respected TV, Film & Theatre actor. 

He plays “Thomas Boleyn” in both series of the hugely 
successful The Spanish Princess and played “Duncan March” 
inPaula Milne’s The Same Sky, directed by Oliver Hirschbiegel. 

Next year he will be seen in the feature film Havoc, for 
Netflix, & also in a new four-part series (based on the 
former Russian spy, Alexander Litvineko) for ITV. 

Onstage he played “Brutus” in Loveday Ingram’s acclaimed 
Julius Caesar, which opened the Chester Storyhouse, 
and was a member of Edward Hall’s ‘Propeller’, touring 
globally with various Shakespeare productions. 

Richard is honoured to be a part of this 
year’s NSPCC Christmas event.

Alex Jennings

After graduating from Warwick University, Alex 
trained at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School.

His work on stage has included several seasons with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, where he won an Olivier 
Award for his portrayal of Peer Gynt and the Helen 
Hayes Award for his role as Hamlet. He has also featured 
heavily for the National Theatre and on the West End.

His international work includes appearances in New York, 
Paris, and at the Sydney Opera House in a production by 
Dame Julie Andrews. In 2019 he played opposite Renée 
Fleming, in The Light in the Piazza, in London and Chicago.

Alex made his television debut as a police constable in 
Smiley’s People, alongside (briefly) Sir Alec Guinness. Recent 
appearances include Steve McQueen’s Small Axe, A Very 
English Scandal, and as the Duke of Windsor in The Crown.

Film appearances include Munich - Edge of War, 
The Forgiven, The Lady in the Van, Belle, The Queen, 
The Four Feathers, and The Wings of the Dove.
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Aureole Choir of Jersey

The Aureole Choir of Jersey was formed at the start of the 
pandemic as a virtual community choir. Aureole is another 
word for corona, the golden glow, round the sun, but we didn’t 
want to call ourselves the Corona Choir! We wanted to keep 
people singing and to keep a sense of community through 
the lockdowns, and support local charities. We have recorded 
a variety of pieces during the pandemic and have raised over 
£5,500 for Jersey charities, working with the vulnerable or 
isolated members of our community. Our members have 
had great fun recording and then filming themselves in and 
around Jersey, and our videos, if watched chronologically, 
tell a real story of the COVID time. Now, as our singers return 
to their choirs, we will continue a programme of music 
provision, bringing music and music therapy to the elderly, 
the infirm, and to vulnerable families in our community.

Georgia Lock

Georgia began her acting career at 13 years old as the series 
lead on CBBC’s ‘Sadie J’. She has worked extensively with 
Disney in both acting and presenting roles, including a series 
lead role on ‘Evermoor’ and most recently voicing the series 
lead on Disney’s animated series ‘Sadie Sparks’. Georgia 
writes and performs poetry, most of which is inspired by her 
struggles with OCD. She advocates for a better understanding 
of the condition, aiming to eliminate the stereotypes 
surrounding the disorder and raise awareness of its severity. 
Earlier this year, she read poetry for OCD Action’s conference 
and recently hosted a poetry workshop for OCD-UK.

Daniel Simojoki

Daniel Simojoki (17) has been playing the cello since he 
was eight. He is taught by Lionel Handy and is enrolled on 
the Hampshire Specialist Music Course at Peter Symonds 
College. A keen orchestral musician, Daniel joined the 
National Children’s Orchestras aged 13 where he spent two 
years in the main orchestra. He has since gone on to join 
Hampshire County Youth Orchestra and is the principal of 
its cello section. Daniel especially enjoys chamber music, 
which he has been playing at home for as long as he can 
remember and is a particular fan of the works of Brahms and 
Schubert. He studies Music, History and Maths and plans 
to take a history degree after he finishes his A-Levels.
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Kathleen Shanks and the Capital Arts Children’s Choir

The Capital Arts Children’s Choir, who are singing Soul of 
a Child introduced our online audiences this evening, is a 
world class children’s choir with an international reputation. 
Founded in 1991, the choir’s extensive biography of recitals, 
concerts, operas, musicals, radio and TV performances, 
films and international concert tours, makes it one of 
the busiest and most successful children’s choirs in the 
UK. The choir’s ease with all genres of music makes the 
Capital Arts Children’s Choir a natural choice for musicians 
and promoters.Find out more at capitalarts.org.uk

The composer of Soul of a Child, Kathleen, divides her music 
career between her work as a children’s music director for 
West End shows and opera, and her composing. Kathleen is an 
award-winning composer and her music is published by Hal 
Leonard. In 2022 she will hold a composer in residence post 
in New York. Kathleen is also the founder and artistic director 
of Capital Arts, a London based performing arts company.

The former members of the chapel choir of Merton College

Matthew, Nick, Ollie, Anna, Elena and Lizzie are all former 
members of the chapel choir of Merton College, Oxford - one 
of Oxford University’s most prestigious choirs. With the choir, 
they have toured around the world, performing in locations 
including Paris, New York, Singapore, Hong Kong and St. 
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, and recorded a number of 
albums showcasing a wide variety of composers and styles. 
Despite having since graduated, the group maintains their 
passion for singing, with repertoire covering both sacred 
music and popular classics, and have a particular love for 
caroling at Christmastime. They are delighted to be able to 
sing together once again after a hiatus during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and are thrilled to have been invited to perform 
ahead of Childline’s Merry Little Christmas concert this year.
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Canford School

Music truly thrives at Canford, and we were thrilled to see 
this recognised nationally this year through selection from 
schools across the country as a finalist in the Performing Arts 
category at the ISP Independent School of the Year Awards. 

Academically we are proud of our pupils’ achievements at 
the very highest levels, with five university scholarships in 
the last three years, including three at Oxbridge, 13 ARSM 
Diplomas, with over half at distinction level and a further 
28 Grade 8 exams, with 80 per cent at merit or distinction 
in the past 18 months. There is an extensive programme of 
concerts for our choirs, orchestras and ensembles throughout 
the year to enable our young musicians to develop their 
talents, with the Britten Sinfonia spending a residency each 
Spring offering a week of outstanding masterclasses.

‘Making a difference to our own lives, and to the lives 
of others’ is central to Canford’s ethos and values, 
and we hope everyone has a wonderful evening and 
our Jazz Band is honoured to be part of it.

canford.com/music

Aaron Hearne

Aaron Hearne has been a supporter of the NSPCC for the  
past ten years. He’s dedicated every day of his annual leave 
and most weekends to supporting Childline through The Liam 
Charity Tribute Fund, raising over £250,000 for the service. 

Aaron has worn many hats during his time as a volunteer, 
not only just fundraising. He has also been a part of several 
NSPCC campaigns, major events and continues to share 
the work of Childline with young people in his community. 
In 2016 Aaron featured heavily in Childline’s awareness 
day by sharing his story on several major new channels. He 
briefly worked for the NSPCC as a Community Fundraiser 
between 2015-2017 and more recently started volunteering 
a day a week on the front line as a Childline counsellor. 

Aaron was awarded Honorary Member of Council 
status at this year’s ACM for his continued dedication 
and support in the fight for every childhood. 
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How to bid in the Silent Auction
www.charitystars.com/mlc2021

Step 3

Choose your item

After reading the
description and
viewing all the
images, tap SUBMIT
BID or DONATE
NOW. To return to
the homepage at
anytime, press the
Childline logo.

Step 5

Enter and confirm
your bid or donation
After reading the
description and
viewing all the
images, tap PLACE
BID or DONATE
NOW.

Register

Log in or Register
by entering your
details and a
payment method.

Step 2

Browse the auction
items or Donate
Look through the
auction lots, event
info and donations.
For more info on
any auction lot just
tap/select a
specific item.

Congratulations!

Step 6

Messages and pop-
ups keep guests
updated about bids
and donations.

Step 4

Step 1

To bid on the
auctions visit the
following link:

www.charitystars.
com/mlc2021
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Prize Donors
Thank you to our amazing prize donors for donating 
fantastic prizes to our raffle and our online auction.
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Thank you...
Childline would like to thank these wonderful 
individuals and companies without whom 
tonight would not have been possible.

The Childline’s Merry Little 
Christmas Committee
Suzie Daubeney (Committee Chair), Katie 
Marshall, Amanda Birrell, Caroline Walker, 
Rebecca Bannatyne and Joanna Wood 
for their incredible support, enthusiasm 
and dedication throughout the past year

HRH Countess of Wessex GCVO
for all her support over the years

Dame Esther Rantzen DBE
for all she’s done and all she 
continues to do for Childline

Shaun Wallace
for being our host and quiz 
master this evening

Our excellent readers
for being here with us this evening

Putney High Choir
for being our fabulous choir this evening

Canford School 
for their wonderful musical performance 

Aureole Choir 
our fantastic regional choir from Jersey

Capital Arts Children’s Choir
for their magnificent contribution

Daniel Simojoki
our incredibly talented young cellist 

Ruby Skilbeck
our remarkably talented young chorister

The former members of the chapel 
choir of Merton College
for their beautiful musical welcome 
to tonight’s attendees

Lindt 
for being our fantastic headline sponsor 
this evening and standing beside us 
in our fight for every childhood 

Good Housekeeping 
for being our media partner and helping 
to promote the concert to all of their 
readers over the past few months

Lidl 
for donating the drinks and mince 
pies for tonight’s celebration

Holy Trinity Church 
for their assistance in the smooth 
running of the evening

Food to Di For 
for donating the canapes for 
our VIP reception tonight

Charity Stars 
for running our silent auction 
over the past few weeks

EMMA 
for suppling our event website 
and live stream

All Safe and Sound
for supplying the AV for this evening

All the companies who have purchased 
adverts in our programme

All the companies and guests attending 
this evening in-person and online for 
their invaluable support and donations

All those who have generously 
donated prizes for the spectacular 
prize draw and online auction

And finally, thank you to all those whose 
donations were received after going to print
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Make a pledge
Scan the QR code to donate to Childline 

this Christmas. Please dig deep and 
donate what you can, and all the money 
you donate will go directly to Childline.

Christmas should be the most special time 
of the year for all children, a time when they 
feel safe and loved. But for many the reality 
is sadly different. Help us bring some light 

into children’s lives at their darkest moments 
by supporting our Childline service.

©NSPCC 2021. Registered charity England and Wales 216401. Scotland SC037717 and Jersey 384. J2021111.


