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Make it clear.
End physical punishment.

NSPCC

Dear Party Leader,

Children in Northern Ireland deserve to grow up in a world where they are loved and
protected from harm.

Yet our law still allows a defence of “reasonable punishment”, meaning a parent or guardian
physically harming a child can be justified.

This creates a troubling reality: children have less protection from harm in law than
adults.

Decades of research show that physical punishment can harm children’s wellbeing, damage
relationships of trust and increase the risk of behavioural and emotional difficulties later in
life. A 2024 report published by the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH)
showed that children who experience physical punishment are up to 2.6 times more likely to
experience mental health problems and up to 2.3 times likely to go on to experience
significant harm through more serious forms of physical abuse.

It can also send a concerning message to children that violence ‘corrects’ behaviour.

Scotland, Wales and the Republic of Ireland have already changed the law so that children
have the same protection from assault as adults.

Across the world the direction of travel is clear. 70 countries have now passed laws giving
children equal protection from physical punishment.

Northern Ireland now has the opportunity to do the same.



Removing the defence of “reasonable punishment” would bring clarity to the law and
support the continued shift towards positive parenting. It would support parents to raise
their children with empathy, and it would give professionals the clarity they tell us they
want. Most importantly, it would ensure children here are afforded the same legal protection
from assault as everyone else - as called for by a longstanding coalition of organisations and
stakeholders.

We urge all political parties to support the tabled equal protection amendment to the Justice
Bill. Stormont must act to ensure every child is protected from harm.

Children deserve nothing less.

Yours sincerely,

Michelle Guy - MLA Lagan Valley

Claire Sugden - MLA Independent

Bronagh Muldoon - Head of Local Services NSPCC Northern Ireland

Chris Quinn - Commissioner NICCY

Lorna Ballard - National Director Action for Children in Northern Ireland
Michele Janes - Director of Children's Services Barnardo's Northern Ireland
Natalie Whelehan - Chief Executive Children in Northern Ireland

John O'Doherty - CEO Children's Law Centre

Diane Hill - CEO Include Youth

Claire Dorris - Assistant Director - NI National Children's Bureau

Peter Bryson - Head of Country Save the Children

Alicia Toal - Chief Executive Voice Of Young People In Care

Thomas Bourke - Consultant Paediatrician & RCPCH Officer for Ireland RCPCH
Ursula Mason - GP & Chair of RCGP NI RCGPNI

Dr Holly Greer - Consultant Psychiatrist and Chair of the Child & Adolescent Faculty of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists in Northern Ireland

Kerrie Cartmill - Director of Services of Angel Eyes NI Angel Eyes NI

Kyleigh Lough - CEO Mae Murray Foundation

Karen Gilgunn - NI Communications & Influencing Lead Mencap NI

Robert Shilliday - Director Royal National Institute of Blind People, N Ireland
Martin Walls - Manager Sense NI Sense

Pauline Walmsley - CEO Early Years - the organisation for young children
Joy Poots - Project Co-ordinator South Belfast Sure Start
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Tracey Ripley McElvogue - Manager East Belfast Sure Start

Conor - Manager Sure start South Armagh

Grainne McHugh - Project Manager Splash Sure Start

Penny Ambrose - Project Manger Beechmount Sure Start

Bevin O'Hare -Manager Home Start Newry & Mourne

Aidan Gordon - CEO National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland
Margaret Northage - Director of Safeguarding Diocese of Raphoe

Edwin Graham - Voluntary charity trustee Northern Ireland Interfaith Forum

Steve Ball - CEO & Head of Business Development Thirtyone:eight

June Onyekwelu - Social Worker Children in NI - Parentline NI

Michelle Bradley - Chief Executive The Parent Rooms

Michelle Martin - Director of Services - ASSIST NI Domestic & Sexual Abuse Advocacy Service
ASSIST NI Domestic & Sexual Abuse Advocacy Service

Janice Bunting - Chief Executive Victim Support NI

Elaine Crory - Women's Sector Lobbyist Women's Resource & Development Agency
Kevin Hanratty - Director Human Rights Consortium

Chloe Trew - Director Participation and the Practice of Rights

Patricia Lewsley Mooney CBE - CEO NICMA - Northern Ireland Childminding Association
Mary Durkan - Barrister

Rioghnach Kavanagh - Barrister-at-Law The Bar of Northern Ireland

Dr Julie-Ann Maney - Consultant paediatric emergency medicine RBHSC, Belfast Trust
Nick Lipscomb - Consultant Paediatrician

Alison Bell - Paediatric Registrar

Anne Marie McClean- Paediatrician RCPCH

Clare Loughran - Paediatrician Belfast Trust

Rhiannon Wells - Paediatric Trainee SEHSCT

Emma Millar - Doctor NHS

Ciara Mhic Uilin - Doctor NIMDTA

Paul Moriarty - Paediatrician Belfast HSCT

Peter Mallett - Consultant Paediatrician Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children / Queen's
University Belfast

Eister Friess - Consutlant Paediatrician Northern Health and Social Care Trust

Maura Scott - Consultant Paediatric Nephrologist RBHSC

Dr Lyndsey Thompson - Consultant paediatrician South Eastern HSCT

Stephen Mullen - Consultant PEM RBHSC

Alison Livingstone - Consultant Paediatrician/Designated Doctor Safeguarding
Northern Health and Social Care Trust

Rebecca Moore - Consultant Paediatrician

Jennifer Wallace - Consultant paediatrician

Dr Jenny Hughes - Consultant Paediatrician NHSCT

Dr Michael McGowan - Doctor SEHSCT
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Rory Sweeney - Paediatrician Belfast Trust

Andrea Stobo - Consultant Neonatoligist Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
Amy Sweeney - Consultant Paediatrician RBHSC. BHSCT

Lynne Speirs - Consultant Paediatrician Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children
Shana Irvine - Doctor Belfast Trust

Jennifer Curry - Paediatrician RBHSC, Belfast

Emma O'Hagan - Consultant Paediatric Nephrologist Belfast Health and Social Care TRust
Susan Knox - Doctor RBHSC Belfast trust

Ashley Martin - Early Years Leader Sure Start

Nicola Sharpe - Early years team lead Splash SureStart

Megan McGookin - Finance Officer Splash SureStart

Zara Keys - Early years deputy leader Splash Sure Start

Sarah McCreanor - Early years deputy leader Splash surestart

Amy Cadwick - Play Development Worker Surestart

Pamela Hilditch - Admin East Belfast Sure Start

Carla Tittensor - Programme assistant East Belfast Surestart

Chloe Mcdonald - Early Years Worker East belfast sure start

Ruth lanyon - Nursery assistant East Belfast sure start

Emir Holland - Family support worker Splash SureStart

Maree Loughran - Parenting Worker ArKe Surestart

Rhonda Lindsay - Family Support Coordinator South Belfast Sure Start
Eva Dalzell - Midwife Surestart

Sadie Harper - Family support Worker East Belfast Sure Start

Michelle Russell - Childcare assistant East Belfast sure start

Amanda Harris - Project support assistant East Belfast SureStart

Claire Hamilton - Project Support Worker East Belfast Sure Start

Deirdre McDaid - Manager Sure Start Edenballymore

Anna Devlin - Family support worker South belfast sure start

Jill Robertson - Roma family support worker south belfast sure start

Mia Murray - Project Manager Sure Start

Emma Doherty - Early Years practitioner East Belfast sure start

Honor Letman - Programme supervisor East Belfast sure start

Claire - Family Group Co-ordinator Home Start Newry Mourne and Down
Margaret Convery - Administrator Homestart Newry & Mourne

Diane Noble - Co-ordinator of family support Charity Home-Start Lakeland
Kelly Smith - Family group assistant Homestart

Stephanie Henning - Home Visiting Coordinator Home-Start Newry & Mourne
Aisling Smith - Parent Support Worker Homestart Newry and Mourne
Amy Mackin - Administrator Home-Start Newry & Mourne

Yvonne mcgenity - Assistance Homestart Newry and mourne

Emma Moriarty - Charity Scheme Manager Home-Start Lisburn/Colin
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Karen Clarke - Senior co ordinator Home Start Newry and Mourne

Professor Bronagh Byrne - Academic Centre for Children's Rights, Queen's University Belfast
Laura Lundy- Academic

Phil Scraton - Emeritus Professor Queens University Belfast

Davy Hayes - Social work academic Queen's University Belfast

Goretti Horgan - Research Fellow Ulster University

Philip McDermott - Professor

Lisa Browne - Lecturer Social Worker

Ann Marie Gray - Professor of Social Policy Ulster University

Dirk Schubotz - Professor Queen's University Belfast

Dr Anja Heilmann - Associate Professor University College London

Ayden cox - Researcher Queens university

Dr Elizabeth Agnew - Senior Lecturer School of Law, Queen's University Belfast
Alison MacKenzie - Academic Queen's University, Belfast

Dr. Mary-Louise Corr - Senior Lecturer in Criminology Queen's University Belfast
Dr Karen Kerr - Senior Lecturer

Dr Ian Collen - Education Queen’s University Belfast

Leanne Henderson - Lecturer Centre for Children's Rights, Queen's University Belfast
Dr Ulrike M Vieten - Academic Queen's University Belfast

Gemma Carney - Academic Queen's University Belfast

Dr Julia Viebach - University Lecturer Queen's University Belfast

Mary Anderson - Social Worker Queen’s University Belfast

Dr Dami Osekita - Academic Researcher in Social Policy (Children’s Rights)

Queen’s University Belfast (Centre for Children’s Rights) / Ulster University

Sage McMaster - Student/Researcher Queens University Belfast

Devon Ramey - Lecturer Queen's University Belfast

Nemonie Fulton - Solicitor

Berni Kelly - Professor Queen's University Belfast

Koulla Yiasouma - Children's Rights Advocate

Louise Canning - Senior mental health practitioner West Belfast GP federation MDT
Clare Kelleher - Specialist Community Public Health Nurse Belfast Trust

Brendan Quail - Public Health worker

Kate - Safeguarding Children Nurse Specialist Western Health & Social Care Trust
Siobhan Hargan - Occupational therapist Southern trust

Rachel Donnelly - Dentist

Julie Morgan -Member of the Senedd (former Deputy Minister for Health and Social Services)
Senedd

Edel Rogan - Policy & Public Affairs Officer Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health
Danielle Chapman - Referrals Manager FCA

Aimée Carlisle - Education Coordinator Foster Care Associates

Victoria Innes - Social worker Foster Care Associates
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Barbara Sinfield- Afterschools Manager Small Wonders Childcare/Afterschools
Ashleigh Hughes - Nursery Owner Down Royal Day Care

Tracey O'Kane - Childcare Manager Kiddiwinkles Care & Learning

Yasmin Pentland - Daycare Operations Manager

Mary Mullan - Playgroup Leader Community Playgroup

Sharon Malcolm - Early Years Project Manager Belfast Central Mission - Puddleducks
Noeleen Simpson - Manager Totz N Teenz

Stephanie Josephine McConville - Actor & Teacher

Dolores Crowe - Childcare Centre Manager First Steps

Caroline Meehan - Day Nursery Manager The Magic Roundabout

Zoe O' Halloran - daycare manager

Amy Alexander - Deputy childcare leader Jack and Jill childcare

Nichola Moffett - Administrator Groundwork NI

Amy lagan - Barista

Shannen Purvis - Software development

Bernie O'Neill - Early Years Educator Magherafelt Womens Group LTD Kidz lodge
Maria Valente - Community Development Manager Star neighnourhood Centre
Claire Phillips - Charity Programme Manager National Children's Bureau
Eamonn McCann - Writer and former MLA

Martina O'Hanlon - Teacher Busy Kids Daycare

Casey McDermott - Nursery Manager Busy Kids Daycare

Hristinka Ivanova - Procurement Manager

Helen Donnelly - Business Development

Nicola Coyle - Sales order processor

Padraic Donnelly - Sales Product Manager Distag Dungannon

Kieran Hughes - Sales manager

Aine Linden - Support worker SHSCT

Aileen o’kane - Head of HR

Ursula Currie - Teacher St Patrick’s academy dunganon

Alicia MC Guckin - Nursery Assistant

Deirdre McAliskey - Policy & Engagement Manager South Tyrone Empowerment Programme
(STEP)

Audrey Docherty - Day Nursery Manageress Kids Academy

Avril Bowden - Admin

Hannah O'Gorman - Office admin

Emma O’loughlin - Costume designer

Kathy O Neill - Afterschool manager Krafty Kidz Out of School

Joanne O’kane - Accountant

Chris O’Kane - Chartered Accountant

Fiona McAlinden - Nurse NHS
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Ross McMahon - Architect

Louise Canavan - Business development manager Dermafocus

Jillian van Turnhout - Former Senator (Ireland)

Sinead Mooney - Early years professional Astoria Kindergarten and Wraparound LTD
Ciara Doyle - Social Work Manager Foster Care Associates

Catherine Carlin - Childcare leader

Andrea Cooke - Physiotherapist Belfast HSC Trust

Mairead Jennings - Speech and language therapist

Helen Crickard - manager Reclaim the Agenda

Scott Robinson - Lead Volunteer for Volunteering Scouts NI

Rebecca Donaldson - Health Visitor

Lisa McAliskey - Teacher

Dominic McAliskey - Manager

Tianjing Su - Student QUB

Caroline Mayock - Social Worker BHSCT

Andrea McGlennon - Social worker South Eastern Trust

Patrina Hamilton - Lecturer NWRC

Cara Quinn - Social worker

Donna Tedstone - Programme Manager QUB

Deborah OBoyle - Preschool teacher Castlewellan Community Playgroup
Karen Doherty - Lecturer

Nadia Jayne Boal - Personal Advisor Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
Lindsay Cooper - Centre Manager Greenway Women's Group

Debbie Greaves - Social Work Lecturer Ulster University

Sarah Kidd - Finance and Admin Officer Greenway Women's Group
Sarah Darragh - Lecturer in Early Years

Laura O'Hagan - College lecturer

Julie Vauls - Early Years Lecturer Northern Regional College

Jenna McCann - health visitor BHSCT

Aimie McConnell - Lecturer NRC

Kevin Leonard - Social Worker Western Trust

Padraig Mackel - Trade Union Official UCU/ Belfast & District Trades Union Council
Danielle Dempsey - Early Years Assessor

Alan Walmsley - Retired Director of Community Protection and Senior Child and Adult
Safeguarding Officer Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service
Jacqueline Cassidy - Social Worker NHSCT

Mrs Tanya Blair - Early Years lecturer Northern Regional College
Stephanie Jenkinson - Social worker

Emma Deeney - Social Worker

Clare Anderson - WRDA
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Elaine Crory - Women's Sector Lobbyist Women's Resource & Development Agency
Sharon Coyle - Charity Manager

Eliza Browning - Senior Policy Officer Committee on the Administration of Justice
Annie Campbell - Retired

Boyd Sleator - Northern Ireland Coordinator Northern Ireland Humanists
Jayne Cooper - Parent infant relationship Specialist (HV) BHCSCT

Laura Morrin - Nursery Teacher

Gay Sherry-Bingham - Centre Manager Atlas Women's Centre

Sophie Nelson - Senior Policy Development Officer HERe NI

Helen Crickard - Project Manager Reclaim the Agenda

Shirley Ann Coleman - Social Worker

Annette Lavery - Office Manager Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
Mary O’Neill - Charity sector WRDA

Grainne Harte - Programme Lead, Provider Collaboration HSCNI
Dearbhla McAleenan - Health Visitor BHSCT

Denise McKinney - Teacher

Victoria Harte - Nurse BHSCT

Heather Gannon - College Lecturer NWRC

Andrea Muphy - PLAYGROUP LEADER CLOGHER VALLEY PLAYGROUP
Ciara Mallon - Toner - District Manager of libraries

Caitlin Kelly - Development and Safeguarding Officer Tennis Ireland

Ricky Bell - Youth Development Officer Mountaineering.ie

Andreas Michaelas - Safeguarding Lead British Wrestling

Isabella Douglas - Paediatric Nurse Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
Jayne Duff - Research Fellow School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work
Rebecca McCartan - Playgroup Leader Little Acorns Playgroup, Derrymore
Caitlin Daffarn - Safeguarding Coordinator Rowing Ireland

Pinar Celik - PhD student Queens University Belfast

Maria Lynch - Occupational therapist HSE

Teresa Geraghty - Parent

Michelle Maguire

Paul Stephenson - Social Worker Child Protection in Sport Unit

Karen Walker - Manager NSPCC

Irene McGettigan - Social Worker NSPCC
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