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Habits formed in childhood can last a lifetime. It is important to start
teaching and talking about money with children from a young age. 

Research shows that financial habits begin to form as early as ages
4-7. And yet, financial education is not taught in primary schools
through a consistent curriculum and learning experience. This puts
some children at a disadvantage compared to their peers and can
impact their financial confidence as they grow older. 

Teaching and talking about money at home and at school
encourages open communication. It helps children feel comfortable
discussing financial choices and seeking advice, fostering a
supportive environment where they can learn and grow.

It's never too early to make the
link between numbers and money
with children

We’ve put together some fun activities to help to start 
conversations with children aged 4 to 11 about money 
at school and at home.

Explore Just Finance Foundation’s website jff.org.uk
today to register your interest for our free 
financial education resources for your primary school.

https://lifesavers.s.gy/resources
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Milo’s Money Match Game
Cut out the cards on the next two pages. These could be used to play a game of ‘snap’, or
they could be used to play a find the pairs game too. 

Can your child the find coins which are the same? Can they match the coin to correct value?
If you want to go one step further, help your child put the coins in order of value.

These games provide a good opportunity to have a discussion with children about coins,
which ones they know, which ones they are unsure of. Older children will be able to talk
about the value of the coins and which ones are worth the most, maybe even making some
simple equivalences i.e. two 1p coins are the same value as one 2p coin etc. 

Activity

Ask child what their favourite coin is and why. Is it because of the value, or the colour, the
size, the shape etc. 

Having a discussion in depth about the coins we use will be a really important foundation
for children to be able to understand more later when they are engaged in spending,
especially in an increasingly cashless society. Understanding value is a very important
concept to grasp.
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1p 1p 1p

2p 2p 2p

5p 5p 5p

10p 10p 10p
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20p 20p 20p

50p 50p 50p

£1 £1 £1

£2 £2 £2



Just Finance Foundation (JFF) is a national charity dedicated to improving financial
wellbeing across the UK through financial education. JFF provides schools with innovative
financial education programmes that equip the next generation with the skills, knowledge
and confidence to make informed money choices. JFF also supports families to feel
confident teaching and talking about money at home, and advocates for financial literacy
to be prioritised in education outcomes.

LifeSavers is our financial education programme, delivered free to primary schools across
the UK. We work directly with teachers, educators and schools to provide a wide range of
curriculum linked classroom resources and practical activities to engage children with
financial education from a young age. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, photocopying, or otherwise, unless for an educational purpose inside a school setting,
without the prior permission of the Just Finance Foundation The Foundry, 17 Oval Way London, SE11 5RR. 

Just Finance Foundation is a registered charity in England and Wales (1172050) and Scotland (SC053095). A
company limited by guarantee (10204667). Registered address: The Foundry, 17 Oval Way, London SE11 5RR

Discover our innovative primary school education resources at
www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk
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